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those turbulent waters whose agitated WIYes 


A LETTER 
TO THE. 
Rev. GEORGE STREBECK. 


— 
Stir, 
Having Joined no religious 


society since I left England—eonsidering 
the importance of 8uch a solemn connection 
—it has been, perpetually, my Lord's day's 
work, to visit occasionally the various places 
in this city, appropriated for Divine worship ; 
and to pour forth humble solicitations at the 
throne of Grace, that the spirit of God might 
direct me to that people, unto whom I might 
give the right hand of Christian fellowship. 
Disappointment and distress, are, almost 
constantly, our unhapyy attendants in this 
vale of tears ; and how painful are our sen- 


ations when buoyed up on the wings of ex-. 


peQaation, we. 80ar in contemplation above 


metour Prong rte OO ET PL LES, ot CAP err ptr git AEFLTNE LE 


create constant perturbation of mind, oO F- 


hope so0n to enjoy serene calm, when, alas ! 


"4 


- _ 
n ves " of . 


»s 


fall more deeply Immerged than before.—Such 
Sir, 1s a picture of the state my mind was 


publicly made on the Universalists and their 
doctrines, 

Fudicious Ministers, Sir, in most countries, 
have avoided in their public addresses, deliv- 
ering pointed discourses against peculiar te- 
nets, cons1dering it more consistent with their 
duty to enforce on the minds of their usual au- 
ditors, divine truths, according to the ideas 

-which arise from meditation, on the various 
passages that are the themes of their Sermons, 
than to attempt to vilify pious persons, by 

studied harangues, who may think contrary 
to them on Theology ; nor, can I find any di- 


construed as a foundation, to erect Such an 
inconsistent struqure UPON. 


a *$* 4 + "os. l 


E It a Minister is commanded by his people to 
| give his notions of the doctrines and opinions 
held by others, it should be done rationally, 
faithfully and mildly, not with bitterness, viru- 
lence and wrath.—* The servant of the Lord 
Should not strive, but be gentle 1 unto all men,” 


7 


_2 Tim-+i:-v-24; 8W6uld not stir up the filthy pud- 


dle ot slander, nor distil acrimony .by his own 


ond 


the pinions lose their power of action and we. 
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left in, after hearing the violent attacks you 


rechons given by : Jesus Christ, that can be 


gt 


an the eleric fire of his own imagination ; , 
nor cast about *fire-brands,' arrows and death,” 
; on a any class of people who do not look PT 
his optics, or believe what he calls truth ;— 
No—'tis his duty to instrudt the ignoratit—to ""x® % 
caution against error, to raise the heads of | 4 
those that are cast down, to encourage the 
Sincere, to reclaim the backslider, to warn 
the sinner, to dete& the hypocrite ; but not to 
paint any sect differing from him on religious | | 
sentiments, in ridiculous and hell-hke Shades. = 
A” pigmy; Sir, -in-Scriptural-knowledge, 
must, on reading the conneCtion in which your 
favorite motto stands, discover, that John the 
Baptist had no vzew to that Eternal wrath you 
have endeavoured to draw from the passage, 
but pointed wholly to that period when Jeru- 
salem was to be destroyed,. Why you should 
have made choice of that passage, when you 
might have - found ene more pointed to your 
purpose, 1s like your sermons, zncomprehens:- 
ble, The idea that strikes my mind 18, that _ 
as you confess the old testament Prophets 
were commissioned no farther. than to de- 
 nounce only temporal punishments to the Peo- {| 
ple for their- Stis—you, knowing how stra __ -___- bf 
1t vous Sound was Christ the Sayiour of the 'F 
A 2 


1... "8 
_—_— 


» T1 would ask, 
" It must be, total 


arose 
ire an- objet of Univer. 
Sal pity if from the 1 : It not on]; 
the Cengure of man, bux accordin 
*YStem, Lternal Damna 


, Your Jalse 


hose, Who, « having 


T 


_ versal love: of - God; Shih: has -been''s SInce- 


_ gradually extending, and would-not, probably, 
for some time been 80 :extensive,. had it not 
been Hlumined by the light shades behind mo 
disk of 'your gloomy exhibitions. . 


Paint ploom as thick—as gloom of "Hell can be,.. : 
Behind that gloom, God's boundless love I 5ce.' 


I would, Sir, enquire—if God meant to- 


zend into eternal punishment, any individual 
of mankind, whom he permitted. to. come into 
eXIStence, 1s it not astonishing, that he should 
have. kept- back- the reyelation of his mind, 


from the Patriarchs, and the Prophets, not ex- 


cluding John the. Baptist, and commiss1oned 


them. to. spcak_no. farther of the punishment 


of sinners than in the present world? God 
must either want design, or-be backward-in 
reyealing his mind to his chosen Servants, if 
he ever meant eternal punishment. Where, 
Sr, can.you find one proof in the Old Testa« 
ment, of the. dotrine of eternal damnation 
in. fire and brimstone? the thunder of Sinat 
don't even make such a declaration—it threat- 
ens temporal punishment on the disobedient, 
but not eternal dargnation,——'Tis admitted, 


| _their dispensatiqn_ was. dark, their laws diffi- 


cult, their 1 institutions laborious, their ceremos 
nies grievoys.- 


—They rebelled "Ju the 
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aw Christ's day ,” 
And who can 


Punizhment is__ 
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Chri ist brought, may we not, oppressed with 


keenest torture, 8ay,—Oh my 80ul! thou re- 
pinest, and thou repinest justly ;—Hail ! t hap-" 


py people, who lived under the old dispensa- 
tions—thy shadows were superior to our sub- 
stance—thy darkness to our light—thy Sinai 
to our good news—thy punishment to our 
prospect—thy prospects to our posses8ion— 
thy sorrow to our joy—thy types to our atone- 
ment—and the blood of thy victims to the 
blood of the lamb of God. os glory to the 
God of love. 


Let Serpehts $tng, let vipers bite, 

Let all the force of hell unite; 

Let hired priests, with all their hos; 

Tell ransom'd sinners they are lost, 
God's love for ever will remain 
Unbounded, till he cease to reign, 


I shall, Sir, cease making any more cursory 
remarks, and prove from scripture evidence, 
that the doctrine of eternal punishment can- 
not be collected from the Old Testament. 


God, as the creator, preserver. and gover- 


nor of the world, has an unequivocal right to 


punish Sinners for. transgressing | his com- 


mands ; and through every age of the world, 
ed_ by the Al-_ 


' punishments haye- been _ inflic 
mighty His displeasure on account of sin 
was first manifested to the serpent, then to 


Il 


the © ground with its unfruitfulness,” was to 
curse Cain, in consequence of its having re- 
ceived his brother's blood from his hand. 
'« And now thou art cursed from the earth ;” 
as if God had said, © I will not pour forth 
my vengeance on these transgressors, and gend 
them out of existence, but wall curse the 
earth, and: check its spontaneous produce, 
that while they know the pressure of labor, 
they may feel my displeasure, and be led un- 
der the contemplation of my. goodness, in 
sparing them, while I cursed the Serpent and 
ground for their sake ; to worship and glorify 
me in their generations, not as a God of 
Wrath and Terror, but as a Being of Sove- 
reign Love.” 
I might, Sir, expatiate on the various faults, 
defets and crimes, that are recorded in the 
page of 8acred history, and prove that sinners 
were only the objeQs of the displeasure of God, 
who punished them for their transgression, as 
_ the just and righteous Governor of the world, 
and not objeQts of that eternal wrath, which, 
from the potent bow of your inventive fatul- 
Zres, you have shot forth ;—but shall' content 
myself with making only a few more quota- 


The next striking description of God's dis- 


18. 


was A temporal. OT ITY from Ga, for, 
their unnatural and heinous crimes ; anc 
singular punishment they. experienced, points. 
ed not only to the singular nature of their 81ns, , 
but also to the justice of God, in proportion= 
ing punishment, corresponding with, their 
transgress 10N, 

Passing over, sir, the displeasure' of God. 
visiting "the Brethren of Joseph, and his wrath . 6 
pour'd on Pharoah and his host, Shall ob». 
Serve, that the law given at Sinai, has. no 
threatenings against the trangressors. £0 04 
beyond temporal punishment ; but is ,only a . 
transcript of the divine mind, as the founda- . 
tion - for 'the moral Government of his. Zlect _ 
people, whom, in his Eternal purpose, he. 
chose to hear his name to communicate his, 
will, and in whose line Messtah, Co EM to, 
the fes/h, was to come. 

'No unprejudiced reader of Exo. 19. can _ 
draw. from the premises, any inference that 
points out the eternal vengeance of God. " I... 
the 3rd, yer. of that Chapter, we read of Mo-. 


$3 


at 1 


1b F 


ses going up to God in the mountain, and. 


God directing him what to say © to the house.” 


of _Jacob.”?-as-in-ver.-4;-5;- 6.—=the” purport of 7 


which was, to direct them © to obey his voice ;. ;, 
the promise if they did, Ys he ' would keep. 


: wag, th 
5 


r 


tions to Moxzes, 
and approack of th 
bounds to be Set round ; the 
Poral death, to Whoever 
from thence to the end 
tion of God descending 
_ the fear and tremblin 


o 


granden 


I5 


pursuing their history, we fad they were dis 
obedient, stiff necked, rebe: lious, and idola- 
trous ; and for their iniquities, he cut them 
off from the Earth, and all who came out of 
Egypt, expecting to possess the promised 
land, except Caleb and Joshua, Deu. . ver. 
36. 38. Was I to range through every book 
inthe old Testament, discuss the crimes. of 
Achan, of Eli, of Saul, of David, of Solo» 
mon, of Abgolom, of Manasseh, of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, &c. - _8well their.numerous 
_ defaults to an enormous bulk ; was I to record 
every promise, every threatening, and every 
punishment, I should find they all center, in 
one point ; namely, that while God punished 
the breakers of his law, and the despisers -of 
his precepts, yet he ever loved his. Universal 
family, and though he visits his, rebellious 
children with a.rod, and their iniquities with 
stripes, yet his loving kindness. he will not._ take 
from them, nor suffer his faithfulness to HR 
He directs his prophets to cry. aloud, an 

spare not to liſt up their yoice like a —_ 
to show his peaple their transgressions, andthe 


| house. of Jacob their ins. _ Isa. 58. ver. : 
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A nd he. directed the same prophet in the 59th. 


to treat largely on the nature of sin, and the 
dread er aaa onts that would follow ;/ ; hs 
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No eternal wrath poke its hery darte from the 
© Prophetic \ page. * 1 will not contend for 
"ever: "neither will I be always wrath ;” 
"chap. vii." ver. 16. points. to the demerit of 
Sin, but till beams forth f orgiving mercy. 
"Jerem. chap. ii. is directed to xolialate 
"6 with the Jews, and after recapitulating the 
- various blessings the people had received at 
\God's hand, and relating the numberless in- 
"$tances of their sin and rebellion ; after tel- 
"ling: them * their own wickedness Should COr- 
"rect them, and their backslidings reprove © 
them,” and -that God would pour out his 
Judgements 'upon them, by permitting them 
'to © be carried away into captivity,” yet I 
"36 no glimmer of eternal wrath appear in all 
the threats, warnings, admonitions, and re- 
proofs of this Prophet ; punishment $till hangs 
_ "In equillibrium with sin, on the beam of impar- 
tial Justice ; in Chap. IX, Ver, 23, 24, Thus 
8aith the Lord; let not the wise man glory in 
fits wisdom ; neither let the mighty man glo- 
'xy in his might; tet not the rich man glory 
q 'n his riches ; but let him that/gloricth, glory in 
this that ho understandeth and. Enoweth me ; 
that 7 am'the Lord which | eXETCISC loving kind- _ 
"Revs, Judze ment-and Tighteousness 1 in the earth; 


for in these things I delight.” In what doth the 


- 


Almighty direct his creature man to glory ? 0 
not in his wisdom, for in God's sight 'tis folly; ; | 1 I 


Or 


» W not in his might, for in God's sight *ts 


weakness; not in his riches, for in God's 
sight *tis poverty ; but let him that glorieth, 
glory in thts that he-understandeth and knoweth 
me; knoweth who! a being who. after having 
exercised his wisdom to create, his power to 
preserve, and his goodnes to supply my tems 
poral wants, shall when he has punished me 
on earth for my transgressions, cut the thread 
of- my present .existence, and hurt -me-=tea. 
state of torture-inexpressible, to endless dura» 
tion. No, I see there no object in which. 1 
can glory ; no character that can raise -my 
admiration, or excite any glow of affection 
_ In my breast: be $till my soul—pause—Lam 
to glory © in this, that T understand and 
know, that God is the Lord who exercises 
- Ioving kindness, judgement and righteousress 
for in those things he delighteth. It was the: 
glory of devout minds under the 'old dispen« 
sations, and it is glory of the believers ina 
God of love- under-the present dispensation,. 
that while he punishes transgression- and / sin» 
he does not forget to: exercise - bis - loving -- 
kindness. 'Sir, how are we to understand the 
loving kindness of God? are we to draw. a 
bs Eo 2 
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parallel between his loving kindness, and the 


tender mercies of the wicked,” which are de- 


clared to' be © cruel,” Pro. xii. ver. 10. 
—Oh, what a dishonoring thought of our 
Heavenly Father and righteous Judge} I feel 
bowed in'spirit, while I take a retrospective 
view of those ideas, to which my mind many 


years was closely riveted, respecting the Being 


and. attributes of Deity ; how vehemently I 
Spoke, how zealously contended for elec- 
fon to eternal life, reprobatton and eternal 
damnation ; sentiments $0 inconsistent with the 
8cripture Character -of -Jehovah, but I trust 
in his loving kindness, 'for the forgive- 
ness of my past ignorance, and glory in 
God, who hath led me to see that although ab» 
stracted sentences, may point him out as a 
being inflexible in wrath, the scriptures read 
in their beautiful connection, manifest © his 


. Mercy extended over all his works:;” not the 


mercy of the wicked, which is © cruel,” * but 
as a God, gracious and mererfl, slow to anger, 
and abundant in goodness* and truth.” Did 
_ 4, ir, want further proof trom the-Old Testa- 
., ment to refute your proposition, {© That $n- 
"nar are .the -objects of- divine wrath, which 
will be certainly: and -eternatly. endured. by 


them,” L might vo: other r quotations from 


19 
Jeremiah, Ezekial, Jonah, Hosea, and all the 

other prophets ; : their messages differed, as 
it regarded the local circumstances of the 
people, but all corregpond as it respects pun- 
ishment. Nor, can any passage, considered 
in its plain and obvious meaning, be construed 
to extend punishment beyond finity. The 'cus- 
tom of many who have been, and are stiled 
ministers of the gospel, attempting to what 
is called *-5piritualizing” the sacred history, 
has introduced a numerous host' of false con- 
ceptions in the minds of their auditors ; _and, 

to answer their priestly purposes, have won- 
derfully imposed on the 1gnorant and unthink- 
ing : they, either incapable or too indolent 
to read and reflect for themselves, have ha. 
| bitually s$quared their opinion to the mind of 
their preacher ; supposing, from his lofty 
flights of enthusiasm, that what ke Sartd must 
be truth—when, alas ! were many of them to 
exercise their own intellectual faculties, and 
become students of the scriptures, with minds 
unshackled from man's expositions, they would 
find themselves only. inferior to their preacher 
in impudence. 

T_ Sir, now dismiss my obgervations on 
the *old dispensations and institutions,” AS 


they are commonly termed; and not being 


91 


_ the bliss of not.only a terrestrial, but also ofa 
celestial paradise: Adam thereby. making: a 
breach, which could not be repaired by him 
or his offspring—Christ appeared, as the re- 
' pairer of the breach, - being the: lamb- slain 
+ in the. eternal purpose of God, from the 
foundation of the world.” | _ 

Nor do 1 pretend to deny, that those who 
wilfully reject the saviour of the world, under 
this dispensation, living and dying; contemn- 
ing his authority, . disregarding-his precepts, 
and despising [that 600d through which they 
are sancttfied, F will not-be-subject to future 
punishment under divine displeasure; but I 
believe, in a dispensation to come, © when at 
the name of Jesus every tnee shall boww, of 
things in Heaven, and things in Earth, and 
things under the Earth; "and "that every 
tongue 8hall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father, Philip 3 11. Ver. 
10, 11. 

As, 8ir, I rank ameng FO Universalists, 
who believe in future punishment, and in-uni- 
yersal restoration, my observations.. will be 
_ confined to those passages in | your sermons, 


+ Heb, xiii, 12, 
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perfections of Deity, receive any” positive ad- 
dition, or be eubjected to any positive diminu- 
tion, from its. finite operations, either in this 
world, or in the worlds to come? Tam *©ON- 
vinced, 8ir,. you, as a well-informed 1 man, must 
answer those ; inquiries in.the negative. 
Then, sir, upon. what proposition caw you 
prove .sin to be. infinite? \You refer to the 
doctrine of Human Laws, respecting the Pu» 
nighment of transgressors: This is -an old 
thread-bare argument, wove originally by un- 
skilful hands, and still worn, to cover-error. 
Human laws punish actual. crimes against 
human Persons z and from . that distinction 
which 1s made between man and man in some 
countries, suppose, that to murder a #:ng,"is'a 
greater offence than to murder a vassal; and, 
that even defaming, or speaking against a'ty= 
ranical govereign, .deserves-the same punizh- 
ment as the. action, of murdering his prime mi- 
nister of state. This is only human- opinion, 
murder is the same in the sight of God ; whe. 
ther committed on a monarch, or-a peasant 
nor can this argument raise sin eb thats 
mere jo this "wo Helps gemeey: of the vintur” action. 
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United States, or the meanest. slave'i in New- 
York ; the crime _must remain the $ame; what- ' 
ever. congtructions the ow oF chi, States es might 
put upon * 1 Fol , 

\You must; sir, fient- prove thay: finite ab wy h 
Sitively, affect, 1 injure, wrong, . disturb, alinoy, 
or degtroy ome infinite principle; be fore. you 
can 8olye your , problem. - As, therefore,” *gin _. 
arising from a finite principle, cannot fo87cives D 
ly affect, injure, wrong, disturb or destroy any 


of the plans,-perfections or attributes, of the 


_ only one infinite, God; and as Free” Agency 


the principle, and'sin, «with which it t operates, 
will be destroyed, - neither 'the principle” nor 
the object with which it operates, can be” in- 
finite. 

1 have, sir, - often heard your next arpetbes 
818 advanced to prove the.infinite nature .of 
Sin as stated page. 27. * Does not the, infi- - 
nite value of the atonement- prove the-infinite : 


evil of in?” I shall; sir, be glad to fall into - 


your plan, if you can:give me scriptural proofs, 
that proper.and essential Deity 8uffered'for the 
sins of the world on Calyary ; till then I shall - 
be satisfied that in arising from a finite being, 
though. committed -against - an..infinite-God;”- 
can only be figite ; and that proper and ercential ; 


20 


Deity; must become finite, if it offered, bled 
and dicd. Jesus Christ took upon him the 
sced of Abraham, consequently his human 
nature was. finite, as much as any of the chil- 
dren of Abraham ; the actual death of Jesus 
* Christ is a positive evidence that as man he Was 
| finite, therefore his sufferings as. a Man, can-. 
not extend. beyond. finite ; they were finite 
sufferings, for the finite sins, of finite beings. 
The atonement of Jesus Christ being extend 
ed to all the human race through the eternal 
counsel, and good pleasure of -God, -and-infi- 
nite justice being satisfied with his sacrifice, 
do no more make the Sufferings of the man 
Jesus, infinite, in the positive sense of the 
words, than the words blood of God; in Adts, 
prove, that essential Deity, $uſ/ered, bled and 
died.” The indwelling or emanation of Deity 
in the man Jesus Christ, raised the value of 
his sufferings to an immense 8um; but, the 
man that suffered was finite, therefore the infi- 
nite nature of 8in cannot be proved from the 
sufferings of Jesus Christ. 

_ Suppose, sir, I admit your dodrine of « «the 
infinite atonement of Jesus Christ,” satisfying 
* the #7 nite justice. of God,” and take up the 
argument in your way of reagoning—lI $hall 
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be compelled to prove, you, are the greatest 


 universalist of the two—Fhe term infinite 
 must denote boundless, and, as referred to the 
demands of justice, and the atonement of 
Jesus Christ, must mean boundless Sufferings, 


satisfying boundless justice: Now, if the a- 
tonement of Jesus Christ was boundless, the 
sSatisfation that justice received was bound- 


'tess also:; It jJustice has received boundlezs 


or infinite satisfaQtion, through the boundless 
or infinite atonement of JTesus Christ—it be- 
ing 7mpossible, for justiceto-have any further 


' demand—its infinite demands being satisfied 


by the infmite atonement-of Jesus Christ,” it 
therefore must follow, that all mankind must 
escape future punishment, or else, the principle 
of infinite justice must extend beyond mfinzte, 
which is as impossble as it is absurd in yoy, 
to talk about those who die, w:thorut an interest 
in an atonement,” which before, you call * 7n- 


finite,” or unbounded. 


Those quotations from the New Testament, 
which appear, sir, to contain according to your 


view, the doctrine of the eternity of hell tor-- 


ments, are, Matt. 25, 31, 36, Rev. 22, 11, 


48, 49, On the wordseverlasting, and ever 


_ and ever, -as mentioned in those passages, 
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rests, your remaining arguments on the eter. 
nity of hell torments.—You candidly confess, 
page 33, * that there are many passages in 
scripture, where the words everlasting, eter- 


nal, forever,” often, only signify a long time, 


a limited -period, and not a stri& eternity ; 
and they are to be 80 understood in these Pas- 
$ages; but, sir, before you can overturn this 
| objeAion, you must prove, that the words 
everlasting, eternal, forever, were understood 
by those to whom they were addressed,-as-de- 
noting a limited duration. If, the words ever- 
lating, eternal, ever and ever, express a proper 
eternity in one part of divine truth, and were 


understood to mean endless duration, by those 


to: whom they; were originally addressed, 
though we who exist ages after them, have 


found, their ages and ages, or ever and ever, 


has ceased to be; therefore, the expressions 
have been proved by us, to point out a limited 
duration; it is not perſectly rational, yea 
scriptural, to believe that in ages to come, im- 
mortal intelligences will behold the full -ex- 
planation of everlasting punishment in its in- 


tire annihilation. I admit, sir, that we. have. 


| fount in the 3 i88ue, that the things called 
Eternal were not striatly and absolutely end- 
less ;” but I contend, we have asstrong reason 
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the people to whom those words were address- 
ed, had to beheve: they would be unlimited. 
V here can we-find any circumstance record- 


-ed, or any. expression made. antecedent to 


those promises to erect the sentiment of their 
limitation upon? _Passages of scripture, man, 
may on the spinitualizing scheme, make ta 
«peak it ; but, sir, you cannot make God 
speak it. The people to whom those declara- 
tions of the Lord were made, did incontro- 
vertibly believe, * that the sons of Aaron 
should minister before God in the priest's of- 
fice forever ;”* © that the. passover was an or- 
dinance ;/orever ;” © that the land of Canaan 
was given for an ever/asting inheritance ” 
& and that the Lord gave them the land for 
ever and ever,” as they had no revelation 
from. God that he intended to destroy the 
world, nor any view to the $piritual, but only 
to the earthly reign of the Messiah, whose 
kingdom they imagined would be an everlast- 
ing, yet, earthly kingdom: therefore, al. 
though under our dispensation tis found, that 
what they considered unlimited, or endless, 
\'4 we-not-on-solid-ground, reason, Ty 
that inages to come, atonion punishment wall 
be as clearly explained in its termination /— 
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An objecti on has been often started, and I ob- 
Serve, $Ir, it has not been overlooked by you, 
« that the translator have committed a blun- 
der unauthorized, in the variation of the 
phrase in our version, as in the original the 
happiness of the righteous, and the punish- 
ment of the wicked, are expressed by the word 
aianios;” in Matt. 25. 'The reason that arises 
in my mind, why the translator varied- the 
word, 1s, that when they considered the loye 


of God, 'and the sacrifice that Jesus Christ 
came-on purpose to make, for the sin of the 


world, they could not reconcile their minds to 
the idea, that he, who is infinite goodness, 
could retain eternal wrath in his infinite mind; ; 
nor that he, who came to lay down. his © life 
a ransom for all,” could ever consign, as their 
*zudge,” to endless punishment, any of those 
for whom he paid such an invaluable price. 
Although the duration of happiness. to the 
righteous, in'this pÞassage may be expressed 
by the same word, in Matthew, yet, sir, if 
you refer to the Greek, 2 Cor. 4th chap. 17th 


ver. and give that verse its literal reading,. 


it will read. thus :—For our light afflictions, 
which. are but for a moment, worketh for us 
_ a weight of glory, (huperbolen cis perinder 


&onion 4 Exceeding to an excess aionion,””  Pw- 
| _—_ x 
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nishment 1s not in one passage $aid to ex+ 
ceed aionion, but the glory of the righteous 
is in this passage 'positively expressed as 
exceeding to an excess eternal. If we take 
away the conjunction and, which by the transla- 
tors 1s acknowledged to be spplied, the com= 
mon translation must admit, to make sense 
of it, the construftion given ; it will then 
read—* For:our light afflitions, which-are 
but for a moment, worketh for us a weight of 
glory, far more exceeding eternal.” . Thus, 
Sir, the arguments you adduce from Matthew, 
25th-chap: in favor of your doQtrine of end- 
less damnation, are proved to be like the 
spider's web, ingeniously wrought, but 800n 
destroyed. 51 Shall, sir, leave Matthew, 
and follow you. to Mark, chap. 9th, and 
prove that your description of that passage 
is a grand master-piece of false colouring. 
Our Saviour in Mark, 9th chap. speaks «® three 
times of men's being cast into -hell, where 
« their worm d:eth not, and the fire- is nat 
quenched.” The connection-in which those 
passages $stand; prove that our Lord spoke 
figuratively, If it is to be taken in the literal 


Sense, we might argue the necessity there 1s 


who can say his hands haye not. committed 
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actions, that on mature reflection, have not_ 


offended: or grieved- him? or that his feet 
have not pond rea imme; carried him to scenes 
of iniquity and 8in ? and as it respects the 
eye, if our Lord-spoke literally? Mine I 
feel conscious should have been plucked out 
many -.years ago :--If the whole” paragraph 
from the 41st to the end, is plainly considered, 
and our Lord's 'general mode of'instruction 
kept in view, which was, drawing his figures 
from places and circumstances, well known 
to-his auditors, it will appear manifest, that 
neither the fire, the worm, or. the -salt, - con» 
tain any sound argument. in. favour of end- 
less punishment. The greek word' rendered 
hell, in this passage, 1s not hades, but'gehanna ; 
the Hebrew words 9 DOIN exprest with Greek 
letters, by which the- valley of Hinnom is 
called in 2 Kings, 23d chap. 10th ver.— 
« And he defiled Tophet, which is (gchenem) 
the valley of Hinnom, that" no man might 
make his son or' his daughter to pass through 
the fire to Molech.”. ; 

Our. Lord alludes to. this- - os; when 
speaking to the Jews on the state of the 


_damned-;—and-it is x" bgure well drawn : 


Tophet had been many ages before our 
Lord's time, a resceptacle for all manner 
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of dead | carcases,  orphal and filth; carried 


thither from Jerusalem/; there-was much 


fire kept burning i in the place, for' the purpose 
of consuming the filth, and purifying” the air 


from the noxious vapours—** For 'Tophet 1s 


ordained. of old ; yea, for the king is it pre» 
pared, he hath made- it.-deep and-large ; the 
pile thereof, fire, and much wood, the breath 
of the Lord, like a stream of brimstone, doth 
kindle it.” Isa. 80th chap. 33d ver. Altho? 
Tophet is described as large and deep, and 
the pile thereof fire and much wood; al- 
though the punishment 1 is increased, by © the 


| breath of the Lord as a stream of brimstone 


kindling the fire,” the fire, pointed at in the 
figure, has ceaged; being 'only endless till 
tt had completed the purpose for which it 
was kindled ; nor can we consider a fire to be 
quenched, when having consumed- the things 
which are the subjects of its power, it extin= 
guishes itself, In Jerem. 17th chap.. 27th ver. 
we find. God by the prophet saying, * Then 
will I kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and 
i-shall devour the palace of Ferusalem, and 


ut 8hall net be quenched,” referring to. the de- 


Struction of Jerusalem by the Chaldeans 3 yet 
$fire ceased, the gates of Jerusalem were 


rebuilt, and - the eity. again” inhabited : the, 


* (0 mf we 


IS 
sentence in Jeremiah, is conveyed in stronger: 
terms, than the sentence used three times in 
Mark. _Jerem. -** the fire SHALL NOT BE 
quenched.” Our Lord, as in Mark, the fre 
18 NOT quenched : we have no historical proof 
that the fire 'of - Tophet was out, even'in'our 
Lord's time ; therefore it is probable, it cgn- 
tinued until the tota! destruction of *Ferusa- 
lem by the Roman army : from 'thence' we 
may draw a just inference, that as the figure 
fperiched when Jerusalem was destroyed, 80 
the fire of Hell will extinguish, when Christ 
having destroyed sin, death, and hell, will 
deliver up his mediatorial kingdom to his 


me to declare, that whett God by Jeremiah 
8aid the- fire shall not be quenched, that” he 
meant an endless fire in Jerusalem, as for 
you' to. prove from the. figure descriptive of 
the fire in Tophet, expressed by © the fire zs 


not- quenched,” that the flames of hell will be 


#: 


endless, 

As. the figure, © their worm dieth not,” is 
used by Jesus Christ in close connection with 
&* the are 14 not quenched,” it may be useless 


_ to make any obgervations upon it ; but, Sir, 
as you have'expatiated with some._ ingenuity 


on the passage, declaring, © that” on the 


father. There is'as strong an argument for 
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scheme of a future: deliverance from this 
state of punishment, if it be- consistent-with 
those words.of our Saviour, those who are deli-. 
vered must leave their conscience behind theng. 
2 prey to the worm that never dies,” hall re. 
mark, I agree with you that! the © upbraiding' 
conscience of the damned, will, with unuttera= 
ble anguish, prey upon the heart;? that through 
aionion punishment the gnawings thereof will 
be-inconceivably dreadful ;- but when I consi- 
der this figure pointmg' ta the worms which; 
continually preyed-on-the dead carcases wv 
the valley, there is-not eternal duration-to be 
collected from it, they could: exist no longer 
than the matter on which they preyed -conti= 
nued, or till: the fire: intended to destroy "_ 

purify totally checked their gnawings. F 
Perhaps the beauty -of the Figure is better 
geen, if we trace the worm through its various 
stages ; when a worm has destroyed the matter 
on which it preys, and has arrived unto a cer- 
tain maturity, it remains for a short period 
mactive, but not dead j it then comes forth as 
a Fly no longer gnawing, or crawling, 'but on 
wings, soars above its former boundaries ; 86 


conscience, the gnawing-worm, "after __—Y i 


performed its office in "Oey out edat mn 


_- 
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;eed of Corruption, and every remainder of 
anbelief, the soul visited with divine Love and 
wing'd with Faith and Hope, will, with con- 
Science, ascend to the enjoyment of eternal and 
never ending F licity. 

Page 37—you quote the 49th verse © for 
every one $hall be salted with F:re, and eyery 
8acrifce Shall be salted with Salt;” and doubt- 
less, sIr, des1gnedly, omit the 50th, which ex- 
plains in a great degree our saviour meaning 
3n-49th. — Salt-is good; but-if-the-salt have 
lost its saltness, wherewith will you season 1t? 
Have salt in yourselves, and have peace one 
with another, ver. 50. The sentiment you in- 
culcate from 49th. ver. 18, that the salting with 
fre 1s intended to prove the preservation of 
the damned in hell : © that the fire shall be to 
them as salt: it shall not consume but season 
them, and 80 make them capable of subsist- 
ing for ever in ever-lasting burnings.”—Al- 
though I reyere the charaQter and writings of 
the late Iearned Bishop Newton, whose opin” 
10n, Sir, you quote on this subjeR, the -au- 
thority of divine truth is more. high in_my 
estimation; and. whethep.-we -congider-this 


pasage In Its: conneQion, either j in. a literal 


or figura:ive point of 1 view, it cannot prove 
the endless duration of hell torments. _ 

Fire has not qualities in itself, nor is it 
-odalhla to extradt any qualities from it con» 
s1dered as an element, that can possess the | 
smallest power to preserve ;—and our Sa- 
viour never d1d 1n any one parable, attempt 
to establish a principle against the uniform 
order of influence given to natural elements: MW 
Its properties are to refine, - purify, con- | 
8ume, and destroy. If therefore the damn- | 
ed are to be Salted with fire, the salting with —- 

fire must refer to refining, purifying, consum- | 
ing and destroying: If every sacrifice is to 
be 8alted with hre, and the damned are the 
Sacrifices which are to be salted, then, the 
damned will remain no longer than the fire 
with which they are salted, refines and purt- 
fies them, and consumes and destroys within 
them the nature and disposition of Sin, with all 
Its latent corruption; then their sacrifice willbe 
rendered acceptable to God, through Jesus 
Christ the universal Redeemer... 

Suppose. I admit your opinion, that the 
damned 3 in Relk are the alied Sacrifices, wer 


tles to haye galt in themeelore, tis impoxsible 


\F 


to 'geperate the conneRion, consequently: the 
Apostles must' posess their share- of salt- 
ing as well as the -8acrifices, or "damned, in 


yer. 49, then, accordingto your sublime alt- 


ing system, the godly as well az the ungodly, 
will be made. partakers of an everlagting 
galting. 

The obvious meahing of our Lord's ad- 
dress, appears consistent with the figure on 
this ground only, that, as our Saviour in. ver. 
42, was cautioning his hearers against-offend- 


ing those who believed in him: and in the 
following vyerses directed them to make sacri- 
fices of every species of- sin, urgihg the ne 
cessity. of: the cage in terms, big with ex 
 pres8iqn, even, if the task was found equalt 
grit yous with the amputation of alegor an arm. 
or the plucking out of aneye ; 80 by expressin 
in_ver.' 49, © that every sacrifice hall t. 
zalted with salt,” he points to the necess ity « 
divine purification. to render those sacrificer 
acceptable ;- thereſore-the+ $alting with fire” 
of © every one who believes in-him,”-ver. 45 
denotes their personal-purification, as well : 
their gacrifices, © Salt is good,” 'ver.. 50, thi 
purification of divine grace is ns. R 
divine grace has lost its © 8ayor,” or influenc- 


every babe knows it by heart. This is ano- 
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-aQtions. or caoibact be acceptable 2. Then 
. our Lord adds direQly 4 have alt. in your. 
elves,” ' possess the purifying. influences of 
divine grace, Have an abiding savor thereof, | 
.and-let- it shine imminently by your Po85es5- 
ing ** peace,” or love © one towards. another.” 
If, sir, you compare this exposition with 
what our Lord meant by -< salt,” Matt. iv. 
ver. 13th and Paul. Colos. ' 4th chap. vi c 
'ver..you must, if you. are not totally immer» G 
-ged im priestly prejudices, confess, your 
comment.on Mark, ix. chap. is incongruous, 
and diametrically opposite to our Saviour's R 
and PauPs meaning. 


| 0! 

The parable of our Saviour, which you 5ay p 

' is called Dives and Lazarus,” Luke AVL c 
chap. 19th—26th ver. and argue as contradiQ- n 


ing the principle, that the state of either the 
good or bad can be changed after death.” Page 
31, comes now under notice : To transcribe, 
Zir, the whole of the parable appears to me { 
"nnecessary, it has been 80 universally intro--, 
duced to. alarm even children, that almoxt |. = 


ther beautiful compound of figures: pointing _ 


by 8ome, to the peculiar state of those to 


whom he addres'd himself. J e5ug! Chriat was 
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N I \ mild ea her, he did not PoS5CSS the false ; 
c-e of crack brained enthusiasts, nor the $0- 

f phistry of self conceited vassals; when he 
:: E the children of. Israel, ie warned © 


them with affection, mixt with gentleness, 
and when he addressed the Pharisees, which 
yer. 14 proves he did in this parable, he 
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C pointed dire@ to their uniform opinion, that 
J ©because they were the children of Abraham, 
i God could not reje& them;” for this pur- 
"Þf pose was the parable uttered-by our Saviour; 


and cannot without committing a breach on 
Scriptural propriety be considered in any 


other light. The description of the rich man rf £ 
pointed to the riches, grandeur and magnifi- \1'Y 
cence of the Jews, i in their temple and its or- =. 


naments, in their priests, and their profuge 
and costly dresses ; in their numerous sacri- 
fices, sumptuvus feasts, and superior privi- 
leges. "The beggar named Lazarus, was a 
igure of the Gentiles, who were held general. 
ly, in such (great detestation by the Pharisees, 
that they did not consider them worthy to | 
| partake of a crumb of their enjoyments ; the WW. 
death and burial of the rich man,-prefigure ———_ 
| the extinQion of the Jewish Sacerdotal and 
national privileges; his torments, denote their 
punishment for rejeding Christ'the Mezsiah ; 
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understandings in this. present-state-:-- 


the exaltation of Lazarus to Abraham's b6+ 
50m, shews the acceptance of the Gentile na- _ 
tions, and the fulfilment: of the promige made, 
to him, that in his seed, not only the Jewish, | 
% but alt .the families of the earth should be., 
bleszed ;” his address| to Abraham proves 
their dependence for salvation, yet remained. 
on him, and argues their unbelief, of Christ. 
being the only Saviourz—the. great gulph 
mentioned by Abraham means their unbelief, 
which is the occasion of their separation; and- 
by referring to Moses and the prophets, direQts 
their attention to them, who all gave testimo- 
ny of the Messiah whom the Pharisees rejeQt- 
ed... Tis possible, Sir, your false optics may 
refle& on your pure brain, that: Jesus Christ 
had 'some other-design in view, but no argu-: 
ment collected fairly from. the parable. itself, 
can make it speak_ the endless duration-of 
punishment, or deny the doctrine af! univer- 
sal restoration. ie ta 
Worlds to come, whether it respeAs their 
Situation, connection, influence, operation, #: 
extent, or society, are "concealed from, our 


arises our proneness' to oppose' deep rooted 


prejudices, -to the doQrine of the universal 


love of God, while we clasp the bantlingerror 
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to our bosoms, and chain our understandings 
' to the rock bigotry : the Jews, Sir, were re- 
jcfted because of unbelief, and will not unbe- 
lief be the great chasm that impede: the hap- 
pines of Jews and Gentiles in this world, 
and in worlds to come ? Does. Abraham 
say the obstruCtion will never be removed ?— 

He does not—while Paul saith Ephes. chap, i. 

ver. 9—10th © Having made known unto us 


the mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure, which he hath purposed-in himeelf : 


that in the dzspensation of the fulness of times, 


he might gather together in. one all things 
in Christ, both which are in heaven, and 
which are on earth, even in him :” By the 


gathering together all things in one, must be 


understood, the union of all things under one 
head, even Christ Jesus, the second man, 
the Lord from heaven, whom Abraham did 


believe would. bless all nations accorging to 


God's promise and oath, and not consign any 
s0ul to endless punishment. 
_ The want of appositeness, Sir, in the gay- 


ing of Solomon, in Ec. chap. ix. ver. 9 and 10, 
ony.of _ what you 


: «as Aa.corro] orating. 


advanced on the parable,” P+ 32, 18 another 
Je ne sais quois of your inyention; 'tis a quo 
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grave whither thou goest.,” 


thy- #till, and- he that is righteous, Tet him be © 
T1 ghteous, 8till, and he that } is holy, let him be 


. , 
1 2 - 
> 
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tation more Suited toa materialis' S 5 notions, | 5: 
than to Support. an argument against general _ w 
resforation; it Speaks of the impossibility of « 
theedead body working, devising, knowing, or or | 5] 
increasing in wisdom in the grave; that the | " 
true sense of the pas8age may be made _ 4 
manifest, I Shall transcribe_ 1ts connection, ,t 
lest by having collected your passages from a [ 
concordance it may have escaped your no- . | | 
tice. + ©Live joyfully with the wife whom thou 4 
lovest, all the days of the life of thy vanity, 


which he hath given under the sun, all the | 
days of thy vanity, for that is thy portion. in | 
life and in thy labour, which thou takest un- 
der the sun : whatsoever thy hand findeth to 
do, do with thy. might; ; for there is no. work, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the 


I shall check those obseryations, which, 
with great justice and propriety, might be 
made on that quotation, and review a pas8age, 
which you say ©*is more. explicit still, that the 
future tate of good and bad men, is unalter- 
able” p. 32, * he that 3 is. unjust, let him be. 
unjust ill, and he that i is filthy, let him be fil 


holy ﬆtill; ” Rev, chap, x xii. ver, 11, Here, 


143; 
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Sir, 1s another clear view of your  darkness; the 


word. spoken by. the angel to John (not by. 
« Tesus Christ,” as ver. 8 and 9, prove) were 


spoken antecedent, and not s8ubsequent tojudg- 
ment, therefore "cannot Tepresent the. fixed 
state of either the righteous or the wicked ; 

the adverb « stl, ,”or to this time, mentioned 
four times .1n your quotation, must be. plainly 
understood dy Framing ver. 10, where the an- 
gel said unto John, © seal not the Sayings of 
the Prophecy of this book, for the times at 
hand,” to which time the adverbs-(till, -or to 
this. time), in the text must assuredly point, 
and, that the time pointed to Judgment, and 
not to a state after judgment, as you unscrip- 
turally 1 insinuate, | the twelfth verse makes clear- 
ly manifest. * And behold I come quickly, and 
my reward | is with me, to give unto every man 


according as his works shall be.” Alas! Sir, if 


your battery stands on no better ground than 


what to this time has appeared, the 'scripture 
doctrines of the limitted duration of punigh= 


ment, and general restoration of all things. in 


Christ Jesus, cannot- receive any injury from. 


your artillery, your own artillery shakes your 


foundation to the center; I don't, Sir, presume 


to deny that Christ will judge e the world in righ- 


teousness, and that he will reward. eYFry man 
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dy; but 1 deny the proposition, that God e ever 
gave the free agency of man, sufficient s:rength 
to overthrow his purpose of universal redemp- 
tion by Jesus Christ, or to frustrate the plan 
of restoring in the zecond Adam, all who fell 
in the first. 

The quotation , from Hebrews chap. i 111. ver. - 
11 and 18, you introduce for the purpose of 
making” the apostle say, that unbelievers and 
wicked mun dying in their sins never hall 
enter into rest; I should class myself : amongst 
idiots, if in contesting any particular tenet, I 
must, before I can hale or twist any portion 
of truth to, answer my purpose, drive the lite- 
ral sense into oblivion, and after that be come 
pelled to alter the express reading of the pas- 
Sage, as you have been compelled to. do 
through necessity in this case; the passages 
in Hebrews . chap. iii. ver. 11,-and 18, read © 
thus © 80 I ware in my wrath they should not 
enter into my Feat, y Yer. , 11, and ver. 18, © to. 
whom #ware "he, that they should not enter 
into his rest,” So maid God respeding those 
of the: children of Leracl who came out of 


Bavpt,: and-in-consec gence of their rebellion 
fell in. the wilderness, and /never did enter 
Canaan, the promjsed rest. | But, sir, you $ay, 
* God swegars in his wrath, they: shall not en- 
ter into his _rest ;” .you remark, © this threat- 


ening. accompanied. with the. solemn oath of 


God, his veracity 7s concerned to fulfil ;”” page 
29. . I remark; this threatening, accompanied 
with the. a oath of God, his veracity 
has fulfilled : the 17th verse explains” fully 
the Apostle's meanings but withavhom' (8ays 
he) was he- grieved forty years? Was it 
not with them that had sinned, whose car- 
cases fell in- the - wilderness ?” And to 
whom he, gware *© that they should not 
enter -into «his rest.” How a gentleman 
who i is pastor of Zion church, should. be guil- 
ty of 80 many glaring blunders, must impress 
candor itself, either with an-idea of his ignor- 
ance, or his wilful mistakes—the scripture,sir, 
says, God sware (in the past tense) you say, 
-« God swears” p..29, in the.present, and re- 
fer it tO the SYN API: Sir; your assertion, 


for your own credit; for the advantage of 


Four.charge;. forthe. confirmation of the faith 
of the wavering, and forestablishing the doc- 


trines delivered inyourdefamatory harangues,, 


-against the universalists:; I Solemaly, Sir, call 
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_ posed under the prezgute of > 
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1 dis} CTnk6H: Heds, that atly one of 1 his 
universal. family Shall not” "finally enter Rl 
his rest. © Glery to God, 
even Judas,” the von of * (parts, but Ji 
plain connected scripture pazzages might be 
advanced to prove, will event ally and &ter= 
nally enjoy * Heavenly felicity. You might 
quite as 800n prove, that Zion Church is a Pa- 
rish, by saying your discourses were &«com- 
ve? hr ph 
rish- duties/” (as in 'your advertizement, 
p+1.) as, that when God sware (in the past) 
he swears in the present; and means to sware 
In the- future 3 8uch'breaches on grammar, and 
common gense, ' may pass smoothly oy 
the ears of those, whom you” co: nt, on, 
P--43 ; (by saying, it would be preposterous - 
to recommend for your assitance, the Tabors 
of those, which for extent and profound, or 
critical learning are beyond your capacity i”) | 
but cannot Escape a common SEO hab ake 


You have, or rae E = 
andity of your oY 


amiddich; bur $ir, 'we want to find out the: fea- : 
tures of wizdom in your picture ; there i 18 NO- 
thing'to be seen but a Jumble of dark, abou rd, 
unmeaning, ape mnn-ehge daubs; and when the 
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doctrines of the .universalists which refer to 


limitation: of. hell torments and the restoration 
of all mankind. i in Jesus Christ. Having prov- 


_ ed, that not one. passage you: advanced, has; in 


its original sense, and. scriptural construction, 
any argument, -from-which the. e1 


tion of hell torments can be golidly and gctips 


turally collected: having proved, your 1deas 
of atonement possess more .extended views of 
the uniyersalist doQrines,. than at.present. I 
possess ; and having commented -om a small 


portion of your massive heap of.errors-; 'shall, 


8ir, after candidly. assigning the reasons that 
led-me to! become a universalist; -after- shew+ 
ing the compleat harmony .of the-divine per- 
fections on that scheme, which cannot be prov- 
ed, on either the Calvinistic or Armini an; after 
proving from the mission, offices and-charac- 
ter of the Redeemer, that ; the doQtrines you 

ue; conclude 1 this letter. 


Fo or years, WT did. 1 sydy Calvin's Insti- 


tutes, Coles's Soyereignty,:Gill's: Body of Dis 
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tenor of the divine records ; - nor ' were'my 
views divested from what are called. * high 


and  pcegaad with delight Hervey's beautiful 


Letters, with a great number of authors on the 
same-sentiments; keeping to my shame, aloof; 
from reading and considering for myself the 


Catvinzstic dotrines,”” until I came into this 
country, when -a friend 'requested me -t6 
give the writings of the late Rev, Fohn 
Fletcher, a strict perusal z an- examination, 
and consideration, of sentiments $0 opposite 
to those, which I had all my life up before 


concluded orthodox ; aroused my mind' to 


the necessity of searching the scriptures with 
the- utmost diligence : The result of my re- 
searches is, first ; that God cannot be a being 
of boundless goodness, though I acknowledge 
his sovereignty, in permitting \any intelligent 
being to come into existence, who in his infi- 
nite wisdom and foreknowledge, 'he had 
decreed to be eternally miserable, which must 
be the-case, if the doctrine of particular Elec< 
tion to eternal' Life is admitted ; : therefore 


if the eternal mind. eFerciged his s0vereign _ 


power in passing a positive decree of eidless 


_ damnation or reprabation on any of his chil- 


dren, even before their existence, he cannot 
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be a being of boundless goodness ; but must 


have admitted bis 2overeign will; to fave ak 


minished or rendered finite or bounded; his 
infinite love, Secondly ; if- divine' and infi- 


nite justice is s8atisfied with the offering that 


Jesus' Christ made of himself on Calvary — 
If the '8in of the world met on him?—If in 
him the law is magnified, and justice satisfi- 
ed? Then, if infinite justice makes any fur- 
ther demand on the sinner, after bemg com-« 
pleatly satisfied, with the offering that was 
made, to' take away the guilt of -s1-from-the 
whole human race ; infinite justice must ex- 
tend beyond infinite ; and if any. one soul en- 
dures endless punishment, the satisfaction 
made by Jesus Christ, conld not be a com- 
pleat, but only 'a partial satisſaction ; To be- 
lieve which, I must disbelieve at least ninety 
positive texts in the holy scriptures. 

Thirdly ; if Jesus , Chtist died-to redeem 
all mankind, and any part of mankind suffer 
endless-misery, there is an end to the infinite 
or boundless power of God; for if the power 
of God is boundless, and any one who is the 
object of his boundless power, is sUffered to 


endure endless torments; then-the -power--of 


God, does no longer remain boundless; and. 
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though ; in his infinite wisdom,. he provided _ 
for the redemption of all mankind by Jesus_ 

Christ, and Jesus Christ actually paid the price 
demanded, yet his power not accomplishing |. 
the boundless purposes of the divine mind, 
must possess bounds, and cannot be infinite ; 
which can never be the case, *© for God was 
in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, 
not imputing their iniquities unto them ;” 
therefore, to suppose that any of the human 
race shall not eventually be reconciled to God, 


is to 8ay, thatthough God was in Christ recon- 


ciling the world unto himself, yet, the rebel- 
lion of a finite, has overcome infinite power. 
I know the doctrine of Free "Agency, or 
Free Will, is preached by those respectable 
ministers, who with indisputable scripture au- ' 
thority, proclaim the redemption of all man- 
kind by Jesus Christ. I cannot, sir, from all 
the sermons I have heard you: preach, deter- 
mine, whether you class with those gentle- 


- men, ornot; but I would ask, either you, or 


any of those gentlemen, a few plain-questions. 
. First ; was the redemption of all mankind, 

planned by infinite wisdom, a good plan? 

Second-;-is-Gochinvu 

complish his plan? To which quesions I 
presume the answer must' be in the affirma- 


| tive; ;_now, if God in his Love planned, and 
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Jesus Christ died for the redemption of all 
mankind, did the Free Agency of Adam de- 
feat that plan? The answer 1s obviously in 
the negative; then, 'if the Free Agency of 
Adam did not defeat the plan, can the Free 
Agency of any of his posterity defeat it 73 


might be answered by many Scripture PasSa- 


ges, Such as, © ye will not come unto me that 
ye might have life.” I called but ye a 
ed.” ©I knocked but ye opened nt Sy 
came, but ye would not receive me :” But to 
argue from thoze and s1milar addresses, that 
the Free Agency of. man can eternally ſrus- 
trate the plan of God, in the redemption of 
all mankind, 1s to say, that God gave man 
Free Agency whereby he can, not only restst, 
but overcome infinite power, exercised in the 
accomplishing of his infinite purpese ; and 
thereby prove the redemption of all mankind 
planned in infinite goodness abortive. But 
when we take a view of Universal Redemp- 


tion and Free Agency on the Universalists? 


Scheme, then the will of man, however it may 


| through depravity, obstinately refus2the offers 


of Divine Mercy in time, yet in the dispensa- 
tion of the ſullness of times, will be brought 
under submission to the infinite power of God. 
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For, © who can resist his will?” Here wesee | 


the plan of God not defeated; the power. of 
God, not overcome ; the free agency of man, 
submit to divine authority, and all mankind 
finally and eternally happy. 

Fourthly—In Jesus Christ, and in him a- 
lone can the attributes of the infinite holiness 
and justice of God be satisfied, and any indi- 
vidual sinner saved, all actions arigig from 
mmperfect creatures, however they are well 
pleasing in the zight of God, as the moral 
governor of the world cannot render an im- 
perfect being meet to enjoy heavenly society, 
or enter into the presence of an infinitely Holy 
God—our meetness ſor eternal life does not 
consist in our moral actions —bnt must arise 
from diyine operations: our imperfections and 
universal depravity arise from man's free a- 
gency,—but good actions arising from free 
agency-cannot make us perfect. -* Who can 
bring a clean thing out of an unclean ?” Di- 


a operations are as necessary for our pre«- 


paration for glory, as the righteousness of 
Jesus  Christ was for our justification ; | 
"y Therefore as by the deeds of the law no flesh _ 
living can be justified, _ SO, by moral actions, 


without divine influences, no finite creature _ 


_ can enter into glory consigtent with the in6nite 


- 
_—_ 


_ wut 


yy holiness of God. The demands of infinite 
holiness were aatinked in, and by Jesus 


Christ, as well as the demands of infinite jus- 


tice ; hence, are we said, to be *compleat in 


him,” Col. chap. ii. ver. 10, who-hath washed 
us from our sins_in- his own blood, - Rev. 
chap. 1. ver. 5, and are thereby -made meet 
to be partakers of the inheritance of the 


| $aints in light,” Col. chap. 1. ver. 12. A ma- 


ture consideration of | reflections stated, in- 
duced me, Sar, to take a more extensive view 
of the infinite attributes of Deity, than had 
before arisen in my mind; I shall avoid pros 
lixity in this letter, as, it my life 1s spared, 


I propose employing what leisure my me-: 


chanical avocation will afford me, in entering 
into the minute.of that glorious and interest- 
mg subject the universal love 'of God. —The 


more my thoughts are extended on the attri-- 


butes of Deity, . as he hath pleased. to reyeal 
them in his divine records, . the larger- is 


my discovery . of that delightful. harmony 


which the doctrines of. the universal love. of 
God creates, and,. when I take. a: perspeCtive 
view of that transporting scene, when Christ 


the-Redeemer will deliver up his mediatorial: 
kingdom to his F ather, and God will be all } in. 
all, I Cor, chap. xv. ver. 28, I am led; enrap-- 
tured. to admire the riches of Sovereign ETACEe: 
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T shall,'Sir, consider those attributes of God. 
which appear essential, for the government of 
natural, moral and intelleQtual beings or thin Fs, 

1. God, as a being of infinite or boundless 
wisdom, had a boundless or infinite plan in 
his infinite mind ; as he is a being of bound. 
less wisdom, his plan must have been'perfeQ- 
ly wise, as it arose from perfe@ wisdom ;— 
infinite or boundless wisdom must have known 
the variety of contingencies that would arise 
in the world, prior to those contingencies oc- 
.curring. Therefore, in his divine mind, the 
fall of Adam was present before vie transgres- 


s10n,* and the variety of circumstances that 


have, that do, and that will occur. 

2, God, as a being of infinite or boundless 
power, supports, upholds, regulates, and will 
accomplish all the plans, purposes and designs 
of infinite or boundless wisdom. 

3. God, as a being of infinite or boundless 


Holiness; must necessarily hate sm ; he char- 


ged his angels with folly, -Job. chap. iv. ver. 
18, and every thing or person, that 1s unholy, 
is an abomination in his sight. 


* God had fixed the $2eds of thorns and thistles | in the 
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"8trata ; as they must have been created at the creation, which 


was fir.ished in six days, Gen, 2nd chap, though they did 


not appear til after the falls : 
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| 4: God, as a being of infinite or boundless 


Justice, 1s maniſested in his just government 
of the whole world ; and could not have been 
diminished had he inflited on our first pa- 
rents, not only temporal death, but an ever- 
lasting separation from his presence.* 

5, God, as a being of infinite or bound- 
less' goodness, must ever possess a boundless 
disposition to do good, his goodness therefore 
extendeth over all his works. 

From a review of those divine attributes, 
may be clearly proved their consistent harmo- 
ny on the.scheme of universal restoration. 

As, God in wisdom planned the restoration 
of man, God in power, will accomplish his 
plan: God in holiness will, through divine 
purification, render every one meet to be a 
partaker of endless felicity. 

God in justice received satisfa&tion through 
Jesus Christ, for the sm of the world, whom 


| God in his goodness ordained to: be the re- 
- pairer of the breach, © the restorer of mankind 
from the ruins of the fall, through him to 


reconcile all things unto himself, Col. chap. 1, 


ver. 20. Who is the lamb of God that taketh 
away the'sim of the-world, John, chap. 1, ver. 


' ®-] mean, abstracted from the redemption of Jews Christ,. 
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29, won Who 1 15: the salvation” of all people-. 


unto the ends of the earth, AQs, chap. Xx111., 


ver. 47. That the world through him might 


be saved, John 1ii. chap. ver. 17.- Who is the 
Saviour of the world, 1. John, iv. chap. ver. 14. 


Who is the saviour of all men, 1 Tim. chap. 
Iv, ver. 10. Who, when he is lifted up, will 
draw all. men. to him, John,.chap. X11. Ver. 32, 
Lhat he might have mercy on all, Rom. chap. 
X1, ver. 32, That. as in Adam all died, 

in Christ all shall. be made alive, 1. Cor. xy. 
chap. yer. 22. _. That-in him-all-the nations 


of the earth. should be blessed,. Gen. chap.. 


XXV1. ver. 4, That, tidings of great joy 


Should be unto all, people, Luke, chap. 11. ver, 
10. That through him al manner of sins shall 


be forgiven.to. the sons of men, Mat. chap. x11. 
ver--31. To whose hand he hath. given all 


things, Heb. chap. 11, ver. 10. Who died not 


only for.the Jewish nation,. but.that he might 
gather together in: one,* the children of God 


* The word rendered gather together in one,” is-from ana, 
emphatic or again, and ' Kephalaiona head, or zum total, and 
mast signify to re-unite under one head or gather together in 


one, This glorious gathering or unmon- under one-head, bas 


not, nor can be in this present dispensation fully accomplishs 
ed, but refers to the fullness of the times which' thetFather 


hs appointed for the accomplishment of his purpose in the : 


rextoration' of all creatures or things, in or by Jesus Christ. . 
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that were scattered abroad, John, chap. xi, 


ver. 52. And gave him power over all flesh, 
that he might give eternal life, John, chap. xvii. 
ver. 2. That the world might beheve that 
God had sent him, and loved them, as he lo- 
ved him, John, chap. xvii. ver. 23. Who 
was the desire of nations, the prince of life, 
the promised Messiah; who died, the just for 
the unjust, 1. Peter, chap..iii. ver. 18, As 
the propitiation for the sins of the whole 
world, 1. John, chap. ii. ver. 2. And tasted 
death for every man, Heb. chap. ii. ver. '9. 
That where sin abounded, grace might much 
more abound, Rom. chap. v. ver. 20. That 
as by the offence of one, Judgment came upon 
all men to condemnaticn ; even 80, by the 


righteousness of one, the free gift came upon- 
all men to justification-of life, Rom. chap. v., 


ver. 18.” I might, sir, by taking a further 
range-over the scripture parterre, still sele& 
a choice assemblage of flowers, all beautifully 
descriptive of that being who is Love ; and 
who cannot be viewed $0 corresponding and 


harmonized in all his divine attributes, as he 


is Seen on the plan of universal restoration : 
But I shall decline-making-further Selections 
at present, and consider the mission and cha- 


rater of Jesus Christ, which if scripturally 


and candidly-contemplated, is another posi. 
tive evidence, that all mankind are to be- 


made.partakers of eternal life through him. 
The mission of Jesus Christ was an embassy 
of peace © and- glad- tidings of great joy to 
all nations.” He was the promised prince of 
peace, © and hath made peace by the blood of 


his cross.;” * God preached peace by Jesus 


Christ.” Ads, chap. x. ver. 38. Jesus Christ 
came *preaching peace to them that were afar 
off, and to them that were nigh,” Ephes.' chap. 


11. ver. 17, Now, if Christ was an ambassa- 


dor bringing glad tidings of peace and joy to 
all nations, and we have found that the end- 
less duration of punishment, it ever intended, 
was preached first by him ; how 1s it possible 
to reconcile the truths of God?s word, and prove 
the adyent of Christ was occasion of univer- 
sal-joy? The doftrines Jesus Christ taught 
as prophet or teacher, and the precepts he 
inculcated, were, unbounded benevolence and 
love: He extended the forgiveness of inju- 
ries, to a degree before unheard of, and died, 
praying for his murderers. And dare we s8ay 
he OE ns which he will not prac- 
tice ? If he had not known that God forgave 
all men their trespasses, would he have di- 


rected us to pray © Forgive us our trespasses; 
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orgive them. that trespass against us 2? 
Christ, as the mediator, was not a partial, 


| but compleat mediator': He came not only. 


to be the propitiation for our sins, but for the 
Sins of the whole world ; the whole world was 
given him as the Mediator; he is the ©* one 


Mediator between God and men, the man 


Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for 
all, to be testified in due time,” 1. Tim. chap. 

11. ver. 5—6. Christ, as judge, © the Father 
judging no man, but hath given all judgment 
to-the--80n, whom he hath appointed he:r of 
all things,” will att according to the rules of 


$triCt justice, yet while he sits on his throne 


of judgment, he will not forget, what he left 
his seat of glory to perform, © That in him, 
all the families of the earth were to be bless- 
ed :”? That he died the just for the unjust : 
That he felt human infirmities thouhbg free 
ſrom sin : That he is the Mediator of a better 
covenant : That his active and passive obedi- 
ence were the $acrifice and satisfaftion de- 


'manded: That he was the free gift of God. 


for eternal life, to all who died in Adam : 
That the redemption of all mankind was fin- 


ished-on-.the. cross : That God the father 


hewed his approbation and concurrence by 
raising hitn from the dead : Nor can the wise 
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and good plan of universal redemption and _ 
restoration escape his recolle&ion ; nor the 


power which was given from the. F ather for 
that work : he must recollect that God said 
he was well pleased in him, and * that he is 
to reign till all his enemies are destroyed,” 


I. Cor. chap. xv. ver. 25—26, From, Sir, a 
refleion on those and s1milar quotations, - 


can we $uppose that Christ as. the judge will 
condemn. any of his purchased or redeemed 
ones, to. endless torments? Why did he 
mourn oyer Jerusalem? why over Capernaum? 
and *© say it would be more tolerable for the 
land of Sodom 1 In the day of judgment, than 
for thee, * Matt. chap. x1. yer. .23—24, Be- 
causc Sodom saw not the Messiah whom those 
cities SAW, though they believed not in him : 


An abuse of peculiar priviledges, Christ, as 
judge, wall  punish, with peculiar punishments, 


giving unto every ore according to his. works. 
I would, Sir, here. enquire, can Christ the 
judge be just, if the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
and Capernaum are to have endi&ss | punish- 
ment, who. were 50 highly. priviledged, and 


the inhabitants of Sodom, who had not. their - 
priviledges, the same endless_. punis, 
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ble evidence that the Justice of God will in a 
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Err 8tate, proportion «pabinbtaeyt's. crimes 
| Can justice be impartial in consigning os >ofþ 


gressors of every degcription to one | 
ment ? The tortures of hell are deacribed. as 


one. general and universal torment : ' and the 
fire, with which you say the © damned are to 
be galted,” is only one kind of zalting: If the 
cells; in hell, and the salting with fire are 
equally alike: to all, - how can it be more tofe- 
rable for Sodom and Gomorrah at the dey of. 
yudgment, than for Capernaum or Ferusalem ? 
The question: may be-shifted to the SUppoged 
degrees of torture in hell, but thats entirely 
ungscriptural, while the solution is eyident in 
the scripture doctrine of the limitation, of fell 
torments:; Our Sayigur knowing the: purpose 
of his advent; the unbounded effeRts to be pro- 
duced by his: obedience ; and, that every one 
who fell in Adam was to be & subje@ of hig 
Mediatorial kingdom, also knew, that when he 
came to judge all mankind, and consign to pu- 
nishment those who died in rebellion/ against 
God, and rejeQing of him, he muat, if he judge 
the world in; righteousness, proportion punish« 
ment, 'according to the heinous nature of the 
crimes committed by the person or persons 
coademned, and not adjudge the same time of 


MmiSeryy in the same tate of tarture, to every 
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condemned soul : This would be unrighteous 
judgment, executed by a righ feous judge, and 
in point of fac, impezching a righteous judge, 
with the crime of an 'unrighteous: action, '' * 

'T could, Sir, easily' introduce- an: atmost 


boundless train "of arguments, to prove. the 
impossibility of Jesus Christ meaning the tor- 
ments'of hell to be endless. 


I might refer tothis glory, in' a'pre-existent 
sfate;;-to his"engagement with the Father: for 


the redemption of” the.fallen race ;/ tochis ap- 
pearances to the' patriarchs and . prophets ; 


16 the” doAtities"of unbounded: forgiveness, 
 which-he*taught ;-to the universality of. his 


mediatorial kingdom ; to the reward prom- 
ized bythe: Father"on 'his obedience ; might 
76 his' kingdom 1 1s*not compleat if one 8ub- 
1s finally lost, "whom he died to redeem ; 
might argue,” -t the” doctrine-of endless tor- 
ments is true, Jesus Christ died for a/l;and/did 
not sgve'all; he was: the Second. Adam, but his 
nefits did not-extend to-al! who fell in Adam 
the:first; 1. might 'enter - into /reasons why-it 
was-804 State" the'depravity” of. Man,” the re- 
bellion of man, the unbelicf of man;” the re-. 
sistence; of the"spirit of "God by man, the re- 


Ffuzal-of the*offers of "Divine Grace'by man,” 


and multiply! words Wo trillions ef millions, 
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bat. all must a point. here, af there 
is, not.a termination: 'of hell: torments /; and-if 
all things or persons- are-not restored by Je- 
sus. Christ, a finite principle will overcome, 
the one infinite power,--and. defeat the. plan 
of God's grace Jin the salv of : the fallen 
race by Jesus. Christ ; .and that Jesus Christ 
,came.; from' glory. to. finish. a. work , which 
he engaged to perform, and-could not accom- 
plish.1t, because - a [2iven -or r finute” principle 

he it. . 

-When-infinite. hendvalegce, will Jart forth 
3 transcendent glory of his boundless love to . 
his -uniyersal family is not revealed, but that 
a time will arrive, when all shall adore-the 
riches of his boundless-grace "jn\their salva- 
tion by Jesus Christ, is according to;my-pre- 
Sent yiew,. as clearly. manifest OR 
fractions. stands for 34. © © mY 

Shall, Sir, as this . letter has hw: Bans. 
the bounds-primaliry intended, only add; that 
1 trust-'tis 8atisfactorily proved, you have :al- 
tered-the plain-construetion of -most of- your | * 
.scriptural'quotations; to establigh-: your;doc- 

-trines; aud used a great portion'of foul yethom 
. am:your pen, .against the; universalists ;: with 
regard to. the theological zentiments/in-your 
Sermons, they are wavering and undetermin- 


-—_— 


.of Calvinism; Ar. 


collected- from different things, whether mat- 


ter or fluid, s6 your 8erinons appear to be ex- 
tracts from different au 


particles when compoun' 


mixture, lose their own inherent force; atid as 
the force of compounds cannot be proved *til 


, your.compound, have proved yourself to be i 
 maass of jinexpresible and inefficacious Hetro- 


Sx 


_ 
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- 


2 


” 


& scrapst | : For my part, 


| 20 New-York, that Role _ did in Judea, 
ablior every pitiful and pilfering appearance. 
Having never read any human author onthe 
univeraal Love of God, if any sentiment or 
-expression in this letter has been b 


name 


* 


New-Y 
ork, March, 1803 
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